St. Anthony's fire: successful reversal of ergotamine-induced peripheral vasospasm by hydrostatic dilatation.
A 60-year-old trauma victim developed severe ischemia of all four extremities following administration of heparin-dihydroergotamine as prophylaxis against deep venous thrombosis. Despite cessation of heparin-dihydroergotamine and infusion of intraarterial papaverine into the right femoral artery, both lower extremities progressed to frank gangrene and amputation (above-knee on the left and below-knee on the right). However, both ischemic upper extremities were salvaged following intraoperative hydrostatic dilatation with balloon catheters. Ergotism is an avoidable and potentially treatable cause of peripheral gangrene in the critically-ill patient.